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TAKING ACTION ON HEALTH CARE AND PATIENT CARE

Doctors Council SEIU members Doctor Advocacy- Join the Rapid Response Team

active in 2009 With unprecedented challenges for medicine where we
work, in our communities, in our State Legislatusesl in
This year has witnessed Doctors Council SEIU | Congress, and with a historic opportunity for heedire reform,

members and our patients face unprecedented chefient your participation in healthcare and patient caheoaacy has
work, in the budgets that financially effect us, iour become an essential part of practicing medicine.
communities and politically. Yet, members are tgkaction to This year, Congress will take action on meaningful
speak out for ourselves and our profession, as agetin health health care reform, saving Medicaid from potentiats,

care and patient care issues. reauthorizing and expanding SCHIP, and many o#®res that

impact doctors and their patients. When one ofg¢bees comes
We have grown Stronger Together! Members have | up for a vote, we want to make sure legislators baavoices

stepped forth in many ways. What follows are jgsime immediately on behalf of our patients and ourselwaten our
examples. This has led to the creation of a R&®dponse state legislatures or communities have actionsithpact us, we
Team (see separate article this page). need to speak out.

To make sure Doctors Council SEIU is heard on these
Getting Trained for the Road Ahead issues, we're putting together a team of rapidoeeprs.

_ . . . Become part of the Team and join now by sending yame,
Earlier this year, members attended “Building Unity = where you work, your cell, work and home phone nerslio
for Health Care for All in 2009” at the Businessdahabor info@doctorscouncil.coror call us at 1-212-532-7690.

Coalition of New York (BALCONY), a training and wkshop
in working together for health care reform. Mariffedtent and
diverse groups including doctors, nurses, uniomsnraunity
advocates and civic organizations participatedis Td the way
in working together with varying groups and orgatians on
health care and patient care issues, and to bgildoalitions
with communities and organizations, as well as waykwith
politicians.

What does it mean to be a rapid responder?

1.) We'll keep in touch with you on developments rielgtto
health care reform and other issues important tot@e Counci
SEIU members through periodic updates.

2.) Every so often, when a bill is pending in Congresswhen
an impatant issue arises, we will send you an “actiontaley
phone, email or text.

3.) We'll ask you to take action, such as by makingah i a
legislator, attending a rally or media event, signa petition, o
writing a letter to legislators or newspapers.

4.) We'll then ask you to reach out to FIVE colleag and as
them to do the same thing. (You don’t have to &gkdame five
people each time you receive an action alert.) tAskn to let yot
know when they’'ve completed the action.

5.) Then report &ck to us and let us know how successful
and your colleagues were — it’s just that easy.

The training for

building unity We know your schedules are incredibly busy, so ihia low-
hassle, highmpact way for you to be involved in shaping lot
state-wide and national policies in waay that makes a re
difference and lets your voice be heard!



Fighting to Keep Hospitals Open

Starting in January of this year and before, mesbémDoctors Council SEIU joined with others in thattle to
keep hospitals open in Queens.

L to R: Queens Borough President Helen Marshatly Council
Member Helen Sears, Doctors Council SEIU PresifenBarry
Liebowitz and Council Member Tony Avella. Dr. Labitz
addresses the crowd abdbe need to keep hospitals open
have more hospital beds and patient services ic@mmunities.

Doctors Council SEIU
members attended rallies in support of keeping hostals open.




Community and Town Hall Meetings on Health Care Redrm

Members of Doctors Council SEIU attended a town halmeeting with Senator Kirsten Gillibrand .

Congresswonan Jan Schakowsky (pictured right at podium) addreses crowd and members ¢
Doctors Council SEIU at town hall meeting for healh care reform.

Members of Doctors Council SEIU patrticipated in a bwn hall event with other advocacy groups
and community organizations in a meeting and question ah answer session with Dr. Howarc
Dean (speaking at podium) on health care reform.



Rallying for Health Care Reform

In May, Dr. Barry Liebowitz, Doctors Council SEIU President, addressed .
rally of doctors in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in hdependence Nationa
Historic Park. Dr. Liebowitz stressed the importarce of access as well .
prevention in any meaningful reform.

Many Doctors Council SEIU members hdigepped up to the
podium” this year and spoken up for patient care.

When the Cook County Health and Hospital Systemrdaa
Chicago, lllinois asked for public comment in th&trategic Planning”
process, they heard from community leaders, doctarsses and many
other health care advocates about the needs wili@nsystem. In
particular, Dr. Simon Piller (pictured at rightynhulatory attending and
Doctors Council SEIU member, talked about how cBnivere already
struggling to provide care under difficult circumstes, and warned
about the increasing patient load. “When quantibesy up, quality
suffers; we have to squeeze patients in, despitdaitt that we are often
booked up way in advance.”



Meeting with Politicians

Doctors Council SEIU members have met with lodaltesand national elected leaders.

Doctors Council SEIU members mee
with City Council Member Helen
Foster (From L to R: Dr. Gary Peters,
Council Member Foster, Dr. Barry
Liebowitz, Dr. Charlotte Kooistra and
Dr. Frank Proscia)

Members of Doctors
Council SEIU med
with  newly elected
Bronx Borough
President Ruben Diaz
Jr. (pictured center)
the first day after his
election

Doctors Council
SEIU members
meet with City
Council Member
Maria del
Carmen Arroyo
(second from
right)

Meeting with Congressman Rangel's staff

regarding healthcare reform. As chairman of the
House Ways and Means Committee, the first
African  American to reach that post,
Congressman Charles Rangel presides over tax
revenue legislation and commands oversight
authority over the major issues of the day —
economic policy, international trade, welfare,
Social Security, Medicare, and health care.
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Getting our Message out to the Media

Coalition of Doctor Organizations: "Our Patients Deserve the Choice of a Public Health Insurance Opti@'

Groups Representing 215,000 Physicians and Physisim-Training Support Legislators Fighting for Quity,
Affordable Health Care for All

In June, doctors from several national organizatissued a statement in support of achieving healta reform
this year, including the creation of a robust, higlality public health insurance option.

The statement by these organizations, which condbiepresent 215,000 physicians and physiciansainiirg,

read: "As doctors we see patients every day whoraree afraid of their medical bills than their ékses. It
frustrates and saddens us to care for patientswhtit began as a simple and inexpensive medicalgrg but

has developed into a life-threatening conditionmakes us angry to see children suffering frorattdele illnesses,
like asthma, in the Emergency Room because thesaliy have nowhere else to go. All doctors neeavbrk

together to solve our health care crisis. Pathisfsolution should be the inclusion of a highdguaublic health

insurance option that competes fairly with privpkens."

Signing onto the statement were the following orgations:

American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP)
American Medical Student Association (AMSA)
Committee of Interns and Residents SEIU
Doctors Council SEIU

Doctors for America

National Doctors Alliance (NDA) SEIU

National Physicians Alliance (NPA)

Student National Medical Association (SNMA)

“As doctors, we rd&e we can’t practice medicine in a vacuum anymaiée have t
be involved in our communities and politically, ame have to be able to act w
alacrity. The Rapid Response Team will be gredhat respect. Working recen
with all the different ational doctor organizations in putting togethemassage i
support of a public health insurance option waseqan accomplishment. As doct
we may all come from different backgrounds and work/arying departments au
specialties but we can find common issues to wogether onsuch as patient ca
and health care.”

Frank Proscia, M.D.,
Executive Director of Doctors Council SEIU



