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Community and Political Action:
Speaking out for our Profession, our Patients and our Jobs

Saving our Safety Net and Public Hospitals
Renewing our Goal to Pass Health Care Reform

On January 20", members of a coalition led by
Doctors Council SEIU to save our safety net and health care
facilities held a press conference on the steps of City Hall.

The coalition is comprised of health care unions,
consumers, community and advocacy organizations,
including the Commission on the Public’'s Health System
(CPHS); Committee of Interns and Residents (CIR) SEIU
Healthcare; Council of Municipal Hospitals' Community
Advisory Boards; District Council 37, AFSCME; Doctors
Council SEIU; Greater New York Labor-Religion Coalition;
Health Care for America Now — New York; Make The Road
New York; Metro NY Health Care for All Campaign; Municipal
Labor Committee (MLC) of NYC; NYC District Council
Carpenters; New York Immigration Coalition; New York State
Nurses Association (NYSNA); Reconciliation and Culture
Cooperative Network; South Asian Council for Social
Services; The Bronx Health Link; and the Uniformed Fire
Fighter's Association of Greater New York.

Coalition leaders spoke at the press conference
urging our U.S. Senators and Congress to protect our safety
net and public hospitals and facilities by ensuring enough
funding and protecting against any harmful provisions in any
health care reform. This included advocating against
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funding cuts, as our
public hospitals rely on this funding source, and any other
cuts that would hurt the delivery of patient care services in
our communities. Members also spoke about remaining
strong and united in our goal of achieving health care reform.

“At this critical time in
the history of the
delivery of patient care
and the possibility of
real health care reform,
now more than
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Dr. Barry Liebowitz, M.D., Doctors Council SEIU President,
speaking at Press Conference

From the Steps of City Hall to the Halls of Congress
Press Conference on Health Care Reform leads to
Meeting with U.S. Senator

Labor unions and health care advocates stood
united on the steps of City Hall on January 20" urging
Congress not to give up on health care reform while also
calling for no harm to come to the public safety net,
hospitals and facilities.

u.s. Charles Sch {

ter) with coalition members, including
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Dr. Barry Liebowitz, Doctors C.

Before and after our press conference to save our
health care safety net and public hospitals and facilities,
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer contacted us and the
members of our coalition.

This led to a meeting with Sen. Schumer in which
Doctors Council SEIU and members of our coalition
discussed health care reform with the Senator. A
substantive discussion ensued, including on such topics as
expanding coverage for the uninsured, ensuring proper
funding for the public health care system and protecting
against any negative impact on the safety net. The meeting
ended with a renewed energy to work together on health
care issues and reform. This shows the value of community
and political action. When doctors are active through our
union, Doctors Council SEIU, we can address issues on a
national, state and local level- all of which impact us and our
patients where we work.



Building a Coalition to Protect Patient Care...
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Speaking out at our Press Conference
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