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HOUSE OF DELEGATES 2009 ELECTION RESULTS 
 

  
 Doctors interested in representing their 
colleagues, making significant changes in their work 
environment and committed to improving the health care 
system, recently ran for the position of Doctors Council 
SEIU Delegate.  What follows are the results of our 2009 
House of Delegates election. 
 

 The House of Delegates is the governing 
body of Doctors Council SEIU and sets policy for our 
union.  Delegates are responsible for communicating with 
and representing the interests of Doctors Council SEIU 
members at their work facility, as well as at the House of 
Delegates.  The position of Delegate is one of both honor 
and responsibility.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I have been a member for many years and I have witnessed how we 
have grown both in numbers and in being active.  It is important for us 
as doctors to have a voice and being a Delegate gives us an opportunity 
to create a plan for how we can best represent our colleagues and work 
on our issues.  We are a ‘Union for Doctors and a Voice for Patients’ 
and much of our activities involve patient care issues.  Being involved 
in my union- Doctors Council SEIU- creates ways for Delegates to 
make improvements and have successes for our members.” 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Election Committee watch the vote count. 
Pictured standing from left to right is Dr. Frank Proscia and 
Dr. Howard Owens. 

Dr. Roberta Leon, Chairperson of               
Doctors Council SEIU Election Committee 

 

 



 

SOME OF OUR DELEGATE MEETINGS IN ACTION  
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MEET SOME OF OUR DOCTORS COUNCIL SEIU DELEGATES  
 

 

 
     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 “As an Anesthesiologist, I work  
different hours than other  
departments or specialties.   
Being a Delegate keeps me 
 informed and allows for a flow of 
 information between the members  
of our union.   
I was involved in bargaining our 
 contract recently and saw how our 
 union brings us all together.  We  

had a plan to win a good contract and we fought off  
management’s take-away/ give-back proposals.  We did not 
 lose anything and we won good raises and session 
 rate increases.” 
Anthony Saviri, M.D., Anesthesiology (New York)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ I saw how the union can win at work.  We recently 
had a big victory for my whole department when we 
successfully settled a grievance and arbitration worth 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.  I am a new 
Delegate and I became a Delegate to represent my 
colleagues not just in Surgery but all my colleagues in 
the hospital where I work.”  
Anitha Srinivasan, M.D., Surgery (New York)  

“When my department faced 
certain issues, such as patient 
care and scheduling, I was 
able to work with the Patient 
Care Committee of Doctors 
Council SEIU.  We were able 
to meet with administration 
and management to address 
our issues.  I became a 
Delegate to ensure that the 
voices of doctors are heard 
and our matters acted upon.”  
Moira McCarty, M.D., 
Emergency (New York) 

“When we need assistance, Doctors Council is there for us.  This can be in a 
department meeting, a membership meeting or meeting with us one on one.  This 
can also be in representing us in meeting with administration.  Contract 
Administrators and staff are vital, as they know doctors’ issues.  Doctors 
Council has attorneys, communications and media specialists, government 
affairs experts and accountants- whatever is needed to represent doctors.  As 
doctors, we have more in common than different and our doctors’ union 
understands the specific issues of each department or specialty.” 
Syad Rasheed, M.D. Psychiatry (New Jersey)  
 

“I am a long time member and Delegate and I 
have witnessed our growth.  I have seen how 
our union is there for us in bargaining and in 
enforcing our rights through our contract.” 
 William Newrock, M.D., Family Practice 
(New Jersey) 



 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“In June, I went to Washington, D.C. and met with Members of Congress along with 
other Doctors Council SEIU members.  I came to speak on behalf of my patients, 
many of whom have developed serious medical problems because they do not have 
health insurance.  I stated that patients should be given a choice of an affordable 
public option.  Healthcare reform is a national issue and doctors need a real role 
and voice in the debate.  Doctors Council SEIU gives us that ability.” 
Fahmeeda Begum, M.D., Hospitalist (Illinois) 

“I left my first Delegates’ meeting excited and 
reported back to my colleagues in my hospital the 
strategy we came up with for bargaining and to 
address our issues and working conditions.  It is a 
great experience.” 
Anupam Verma, M.D., Intensivist (Illinois) 

“I have been involved in us organizing where I work.  We won a large raise and retroactive payment 
but it is not really about that.  Being a member of Doctors Council SEIU is about respect for doctors 
and a real voice that is protected when we speak out on patient care whether at work or in the 
community.  We can have success with our issues through our action at work and in our 
communities.  Recently, the other Delegates and I wrote a letter to the editor on important issues 
affecting doctors and patients in our hospital system and this empowers us as doctors.” 
Fred Martin, M.D., Family Medicine (Illinois) 

“ I attended a Delegates meeting where doctors from different 
states and specialties were there.  It was great to learn about 
other doctors’ experiences and how they were able to address 
issues.  Our doctors’ union is knowledgeable on our issues.  
Further, my husband (the other Doctor Kozak, pictured with me) 
is a member, so we are a doctors’ union family.” 
Kathe Kozak, D.D.S., Dentistry (Pennsylvania) 
 

“I belong to the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP).  I am glad that 
Doctors Council works with national doctor organizations, such as the AAFP and others, 
on healthcare reform.  When we were faced recently with budget issues, we participated 
in a rally and then our members went to meet with the state legislature.  This shows how a 
doctors’ union can advance doctors’ issues at work, locally, statewide and nationally.”  
Jason Rasefske, M.D., Family Practice (Pennsylvania ) 

“I did my residency training with Mount Sinai School of Medicine at Elmhurst 
Hospital in New York City. Now I work in Pennsylvania.  I am glad that the 
doctors at Elmhurst Hospital organized with Doctors Council and that we belong 
as well in Pennsylvania.  We can learn from our experiences in different states and 
this makes us stronger.  The more doctors who organize with Doctors Council the 
stronger doctors will become.” 
Alex Thomas, M.D., Psychiatry (Pennsylvania) 
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Executive Committee: 
 

Dr. Barry Liebowitz,  President 
Dr. Robert Maslansky,  1st Vice President 
Dr. Matthews Hurley,  2nd Vice President 
Dr. Roberta Leon,   3rd Vice President 
Dr. Howard Owens,  4th Vice President 
Dr. Dorain Roye,   Secretary 
Dr. Harold Appel,   Treasurer 

 

House of Delegates 
 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES_- 2009 ELECTION RESULTS   

ELECTION UNIT  FACILITY   #  ALLOWED  DELEGATES 
 

BERGEN  Bergen Regional Medical Center  1  Syad A. Rasheed- elected for 2008-2010 
   
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY Harlem Hospital and Renaissance  4  Monqidh Al-Sawwaf- elected for 2009-2011 
          Chanitali Bagchi- elected for 2009-2011 
          Aubrey Clarke- elected for 2009-2011 
          Carol McLean-Long- elected for 2009-2011 
 

COOK COUNTY-ACHN Ambulatory Community Health Network 2  Simon Piller- elected for 2009-2011 
          Alfred Martin- elected for 2009-2011 
COOK COUNTY- Cermak        Cermak Health Services   1  Sonia Lott- elected for 2009-2011 
COOK COUNTY- Oak Forest      Oak Forest Hospital   1  Fahmeeda Begum- elected for 2009-2011 
COOK COUNTY- PROVIDENT Provident Hospital   1  Anupam Verma- elected for 2009-2011 
  
DBMA   Lincoln Hospital    4  Evelyn Irizarry- elected for 2009-2011 
          Moira McCarty-elected for 2009-2011 
          Mohsuko Takeshige-elected for 2009-2011 
          Linda Crichlow- elected for 2008-2010 
 

MSSM   Elmhurst Hospital    5  Jasmine Dave- elected for 2009-2011 
Aaron Stern-elected for 2009-2011 
Debasis Kanjilal- elected for 2008-2010 
Guangdong Liu- elected for 2008-2010 
Perry Starer- elected for 2008-2010 

                
MSSM   Queens Hospital    3  1 Vacant Position 

Ricardo Lopez- elected for 2009-2011 
Yair Rahmani- elected for 2009-2011  

 

NENA    Ryan Nena Community Health Center  1  1 Vacant Position 
 

NYMC    Metropolitan Hospital   4   Anthony Saviri- elected for 2009-2011 
Anitha Srinivasan – elected for 2009-2011 
Andre Broumas- elected for 2008-2010  

                 Susan Williams- elected for 2008-2010 
 

NYU   Woodhull Hospital     4  1 Vacant Position 
           Luis Monge- elected for 2009-2010 

                 Delores Duckett- elected for 2008-2010 
          David Handwerker- elected for 2008-2010 
 

PDA   Pennsylvania Doctors Alliance  3  Kathe Kozak- elected for 2009-2011 
          Jason Rasefske- elected for 2009-2011 
          Alex Thomas- elected for 2009-2011 
 

PHS Medical Services, P.C. Rikers or Manhattan Detention Center  3  Peter Herz- elected for 2009-2011 
Theodora Kay-Njemanze- elected for 2009-2011  

          Yousef Mahadin- elected for 2008-2010 
                
PHS Dental Services, P.C. Rikers or Manhattan Detention Center  1  Sandra McEachrane- elected for 2009-2011 
 

RIMA   Coler/Goldwater    2  Surinder Patti- elected for 2008-2010 
AND HHC EMPLOYEES AT COLER/GOLDWATER HOSPITALS   Mohammad Rahman- elected for 2008-2010 
             
ROCKLAND  County of Rockland   1  Vahan S. Kouyoumbjian- elected for 2009-2011 
 

RUTGERS  Rutgers Student Health Services  1  William Newrock- elected for 2009-2011 
 

TA   Transit Authority    1  Adrienne Johnson- elected for 2009-2011 
 

UGMA   Coney Island    1  1 Vacant Position 
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ELECTION UNIT  FACILITY   #  ALLOWED  DELEGATES 

 
 

THE NYC-HHC OR MAYORAL AGENCIES/DEPARTMENTS NOT AT A FACILITY ABOVE  
 
BELLEVUE HOSPITAL NYC-HHC    2  Peter Catapano- elected for 2009-2011 
          Andra Fertig-elected for 2009-2011 

  
BELVIS, D&TC  NYC-HHC    1  Frances Quee-elected for 2008-2010 
AND HHC CHILD HEALTH         
    
CORRECTIONAL HEALTH SERVICES (CHS) NYC-HHC  1  Fritzner Etienne-elected for 2008-2010 
 
CUMBERLAND, D&TC-NYU EMPLOYEES    1  Henry Reyna-elected for 2008-2010 
AND HHC EMPLOYEES OF CHILD HEALTH AT CUMBERLAND    
 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS/ POLICE DEPARTMENT NYC-MAYORAL 1  Herbert Kwasnick- elected for 2008-2010 
 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & MENTAL HYGIENE NYC-MAYORAL 3  Nelly Cunningham- elected for 2009-2011 

ALL DOHMH (except Oral Health)      Sheila Palevsky- elected for 2009-2011 
         Bernadette Fiscina- elected for 2008-2010 
   

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH   NYC-MAYORAL 1  1 Vacant Position 
 
DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION/ FIRE DEPARTMENT NYC-MAYORAL  1  Borisse Paulin-elected for 2008-2010 
  
EAST NEW YORK, D&TC NYC-HHC    1  Ramona Yubontoy-elected for 2008-2010 
Including Fifth Avenue Women’s & Children’s, Brownsville, Crown Heights, 
 Howard Houses and Sutter Avenue Clinics 
 
GOUVERNEUR, D&TC/ CHILD HEALTH EMPLOYEES AT GOUVERNEUR     NYC-HHC 2  Karen Hoover- elected for 2009-2011 

Anuj Singh- elected for 2009-2011 
 

 
HRA (HUMAN RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION) NYC-MAYORAL 1  Ralph Speken- elected for 2009-2011 
 
KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL   NYC-HHC 5   Padmanabha Rao Pulakhandam- elected for 2009-2011 
 Including Dr. Susan Smith McKinney Nursing and Rehabilitation Center                  Mian Siddique- elected for 2009-2011 
          Lee Waldman- elected for 2009-2011 
          Edmond Blum- elected for 2008-2010 
          Elmer Twente- elected for 2008-2010 

                
MORRISANIA, D&TC    NYC-HHC 1  Realino Santos-elected for 2008-2010 
AND HHC CHILD HEALTH EMPLOYEES AT MORRISANIA/JACOBI    
 
OCME (OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER) NYC-MAYORAL 1  Michael Greenberg- elected for 2009-2011 

 
ORAL HEALTH (OHPP)                NYC-MAYORAL 1  Gary Peters- elected for 2009-2011 
ORAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION (all Oral Health doctors)   
               
RENAISSANCE/SYDENHAM, D&TC  NYC-HHC 1  Cecilia Durant- elected for 2008-2010 
HHC EMPLOYEES OF CHILD HEALTH AT SYDENHAM     
 
SEAVIEW (STATEN ISLAND)   NYC-HHC 1  Howard Silverman- elected for 2008-2010 


